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All sensory experience, be they hearing or seeing, have the potential
to change the emotional and spiritual state of the perceiver. Music is just one
of many. A sensory experience such as music does have an intrinsic spiritual
significance, but rather, the composer and listener may experience spirituality
when creating or listening to music. A performer may try to communicate
emotions or spirituality using music as the vehicle, but the listener may or may
not decode what the musician intended. Conversely, even if there was no
attempt to embed a spiritual message, the listener may experience an “altered
state of consciousness”. All stimuli have the potential to change the listener’s
consciousness, and an altered state is not a negative perception even though
the phrase is usually used with drugs. Music is simply one vehicle to
communicate spiritually.


