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At the risk of sounding cantankerous or attempting to reject the
question, “what do we believe is the spiritual significance of music?”, I suggest
that in my experience there is nothing inherently or innately spiritual about
any form of music that is labeled as “spiritual”. One of the most profound
religious experiences of any large or small, collective or intimate community is
to create, define, and prescribe the expressive culture that accompanies ritual
or religious performances, and then to re-perform those performances on a
daily, weekly, or annual basis. In my experiences with the performances of
different religions in different parts of the world, it has always been the
religious communities themselves that produce and receive that which we on
the outside frequently identify and label as “sacred” or “spiritual”. This
observation does not deny the existence of received musical songs, texts, or
melodies either from spirits or from ancestors. Rather it reinserts the collective
agency of communities of religion as they contribute to the assertion of their
unique spiritual identity. One community’s “spiritual” music is frequently
another’s “popular” or “secular” music. This is perhaps the beauty of the
spiritual: the ability of we as individuals or collectively in community to define
and embrace that which we need to be spiritual.

DR. GREGORY BARZ, AUTHOR OF “MUSIC IN EAST AFRICA:

EXPERIENCING MUSIC, EXPRESSING CULTUREFE’



